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SERMON VIII.

The Neceflity and Benefits of Religious Society

.

E c c L E s. iv. 9, 10, II, 12.

Two are letter than One^ hecaufe they have a good Rs-

ivard for their Labour.

For if they fall^ the One will lift up his Fellow : But woe

be to him that is alone when he falleth \ for he hath not

another to hdp him up.

Again^ if Two lie together^ then they have heat > but how
can One be warm alone?

And if One prevail againfl him^ Two fJiall withfiand himi
and a threefold Cord is not quickly broken,

AMONG the many reafons aflignable for the fad decay

of true chrijlianity^ perhaps the negleding to aflemble

purrjlvcs together, in religious focicties^ may not be one of the

leaft. That I may therefore do my endeavour towards pro-

moting To excellent a means of piety, I have feledled a parage

of fcripture drawn from the experience of the wifefl of ir;en,

which being a little enlarged on and illuftrated, will fully

anfwer my prcfent dcfign ; being to (hew, in the beft manner

I can, the necefnty and benefits of fociety in genera], and of

religious fociety in particular.

*' Two are better than one, &c."

Frcm which words I fiiall take occafion to prove,

Flrfi^ The truth of the wife man's afiertion, " Two are

better than one," and that in reference tc fociety in general,

^ud religious fociety in particular,

^ccondly^



I '08 ]

Secondly^ To aflign fome rcafons v;hy two are better than

one, efpeclally as to the lad particular, i. Becaufe men can

raii'e up one another when they chance to flip :
'' For if they

fall, the one will lift up his fellow." 2. Becaufe they can

impart heat to each other : ^\ Again, if two lie together, then

they have heat ; but how can one be warm alone ?" 3. Be-

caufe they can fecure each other from thofe that do oppofe

them :
'- And if one prevail againft him, two fliall withftand

him ^ and a threefold cord is not quickly broken." From

hence,

Thirdly^ I fliall take occafion to fliew the duty incumbent

on evejy member of a religious pciety.

And Fourthly^ I fhall draw an inference or two from what

may be faid ; and then conclude with a word or two of ex-

hortation.

F'lrjl^ I am to prove the truth of the wife man's afTertion,

that " two are better than one," and that in reference to

fociety in f^encral, and religious focieties in particular.

And how can this be done better, than by (hewing that it

is abfolutely necclTary for the welfare both of the bodies and

fouls of men ? Indeed, if we look upon man as he came out

of the hands of his Maker, we imagine him to be perfedl',

entire, lacking nothing. But God, whole thoughts are not

as our thoughts, fav/ fomething ftill wanting to make Jdam

happy. And what was that? Why, an help meet for him.

For thus fpeaketh the fcripture :
" And the Lord God faid.

It is not good that the man (hould be alone, I will make an

help meet for him."

Obferve, God faid, " It is not good," thereby implying

that the creation would have been imperfctfi:, in fome fort,

unlefa an help was found out meet for Adam. And if this

was the cafe of man before the fall ; if an help was meet for

him in a Hate ^of perfection ; furely fince the fall, when we

come naked and helplefs' out of our mother's womb, when

our wants increafc with our years, and wc can fcarcely fubfift

a day without the mutual afTifrance of each other, well may

we fay, " It is not good for man to be alone."

Society then, we fee, is abfolutely neceffary in refpeifl: to

our bodily and pcrfonal wants. If vye carry our view farther,

and
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and confiJer mankind as divided into different cities, coun-

tries, and nations, the necefTity of it will appear yet more evi-

dent. For iiow can communities be kept up, or commerce

carried on, without fociety ? Certainly not at all, fmce pro-

vidence Teems vvirdy to have afngncd a particular produdl to

almoft each particular country, on purpofe, as it were, to

oblige us to be focial ; and harh fo admirably mineled the

parts of the whole body of mankind together, '* that the eye

cannt)t hy to the hand, I have no need of thee; nor again,

the h:ind to the foot, I have no need of thee."

Many other inftances might be given of the neceility of

fociety, in reference to our bodily, perfonal, and national

wants. But what are all thefe when weighed in the balance

of the fandtuarv, in comparifon of the infinite greater need of

it, with refpecl to the foul ? it was chiefly in regard to this

better part, no doubt, that God faid, " It is not good for the

man to be alone." For, let us fuppcfe JJam to be as happy
as may be, placed as the Lord of the creation in the paradife

of God, and fpending all his hours in adoring and praifino- the

bleiTed Author of his being
;

yet as his foul was the very copy

of the divine nature, whofe peculiar property it is to be com-
municative, without the divine all-fufnciency he could not be

cornpleatly happy, becaufe he was alone and incommunicative,

nor even content in paradife, for want of a partner in his joys.

God knew this, and therefore faid, " It is not good that the

man (ball be alone, 1 will make a help meet for him." And
though this proved a fatal means of his falling; yet that was

not cv/ing to any natural confequence of fociety ; but partly

to that curfed apoitate, who craftily lies in wait to deceive;

partly to Adam\ own folly, in rather chufmg to be miferable

vviih one he loved, than truft in God to raife him up another

fpoufe.

Jf we reflciTt indeed on that familiar iatercourfe, our firil

parent could carry on with heaven, in a fiate of innocence, we
ftiall be apt to think he had as little need of fociety, as to his

foul, as before we fuppofed him to have, in refpe^t to his

body. But yet, as God and the holy angels were fo far

abo\e him on the one hand, and the beafts fo far beneath him

on the other, there was nothing like having one Ui converfe

with, who was " bone of his bone, and xHelh of hiu iieflj."

Man,
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Man, then, could not be fully happy, we fee, even in para-

dife, without a companion of his own fpecies, much lefs now

he is driven out. For, let us view him a little in his natural

eftate now, fince the fall, as " having his underltanding

darkened, his mind alienated from the life of GoD j" as no

more able to fee his way wherein he ftiould go, than a blind

man to defcribe the fun : that notwithftanding this, he muft

receive his fight ere he can fee God : and that if he never kes

him, he never can be happy. Let us view him in this light

(or rather this darknefs) and deny the necelTity of fociety if we

can. A divine revelation we find is abfolutely neceflary, we

being by nature as unable to know, as we are to do our duty.

And how Ihall we learn except one teach us ? But was GoD
to do this himfelf, how fhould we, but with Mofesy exceed-

ingly quake and fear? Nor would the miniftry of angels in

this affair, be without too much terror. It is neceflary, there-

fore (at leaft God's dealing with us hath {hewed it to be fo)

that we fhould be drawn with the cords of a man. And that

a divine revelation being granted, we fhould ufe one another's

affiftance, under God, to iiiflru^^ each other in the know-

ledge, and to exhort ojic another to the practice of thofe

things which belong to our everlafling peace, l^his is un-

doubtedly the great end of fociety intended by God fince

the fail, and a ftrong argument it is, why *' two are better

than one," and v/hy Vv'e fhould '* not forfake the aflembling

ourfelves together."

But farther, let us confider ourfelvcs as chriftians, as having

this natural veil, in fome meafure, taken oft" from our eyes by

the affiflance of God's holy Spirit, and fo enabled to fee what

he requires of us. Let us fuppofe ourfelves in fome degree to

have tailed the good word of life, and to have felt the powers

of the world to come, influencing and moulding our fouis into

a religious frame: to be fully and heartily convinced that we

are foldiers lifted under the banner of Christ, and to have

proclaimed open war at our baptifm, againft the world, the

ilefh, and the devil ; and have, perhaps, frequently renewed

our obligations fo to do, by partaking of the Lord's fupper :

that we are furrounded with millions of foes without, and in-

feRed wiih a legion of enemies within : that we are com-

manded to fhine as lights in the world, in the midft of a

crooked
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crooked and perverfe generation : that we are travellinrt to a

long eternity, and need all imaginable helps to fhew, and en-

courage us in our way thither. Let us, I fay, reflect on all

this, and then how (hall each of us cry out, brethren, what

a neceflary thing it is to meet together in religious Societies ?

The primitive chriftians were fully fenfible of this, and

therefore we find them continually keeping up communion

with each other : for what fays the fcripture ? They con-

tinued ftedfaftly in the apoftlc's dodrine and fellowfliip, A^is ii.

42. Peter and John were no fooner difmified by the great coun-

cil, than they hafte away to their companions. " And being

fet at liberty they came to their own, and told them all thefe

things which the high prieft had faid unto them," A£li iv. 23.

Paiil^ as foon as converted, *' tarried three days with the dif-

ciples that were at Darnafcm^^ Acls ix. 19. And Peter after-

wards, when releafed from prifon, immediately goes to the

houfe of Alary, where there were " great multitudes aflem-

bled, praying," Ads xii. 12. And it is reported of the

chriftians in after-ages, that they ufed to afiemble together

before day-light, to fing a pfalm to Christ as God. So

precious was the Communion of Saints in thofe days.

If it be afked, what advantages we (hall reap from fuch a

procedure now ? I an fwer, much every way. " Two are

better than one, becaufe they have a good reward for their

labour : for if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow; but

woe be to him that is alone when he falieth, for he hath not

another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, then

they have heat ; but how can one be warm alone ? And if

one prevail againft him, two fliall withftand him ; and a

threefold cord is not quickly broken."

Which diredlly leads me to my Second general head, un-

der which I was to affign fome reafons why " two are

better than one," efpecially in Religious Society,

I. As man in his prefc-nt condition cannot always (land

upright, but by reafon of the frailty of his nature cannot but

fall ; one eminent reafon w'hy two are better than one, or,

in other words, one great advantage of religious fociety is,

*' That when they fall, the one will life up his fellow.

And
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And an excellent rcafon this, indeed ! For alas ! when
wc reflect how prone we are to be drawn into error in our

judgments, and into vice in our practice; and how unable,

at leaft how very unwilling, to efpy or correct our own mif-

carriages ;^ when/ve confider how apt the world is to flatter us

in our faults, and how few there are fo kind as to tell us the

truth ; what an ineftimable privilege mufi: it be to have a fet

of true, judicious, hearty friends about us, continually watch-

ing ever our fouls, to inform us where we have fallen, and

to warn us that we fall not again for the future. Surely it is

fuch a privilege, that (to ufe the words of an eminent chrlf-

tian) we fliall never know the value thereof, till we come to

glory.'

But this is not all ; for fuppofing that we could aUvays

Hand upright, yet whofoever refle6i:s on the dilticukies of re-

jigion in general, and his own propcnfuy to lukewarmnefs

and indifference in particular, v/ill find that he muft be zea-

lous as well as fteady, if ever he expects to enter the king-

dom of heaven. Here, then, the wife man points out to us

another excellent reafon why two are better than one.

'' A^ain, if two lye together, then they have heat ; but how-

can one be warm alone ?" Which was the next thing to be

confidered.

2. A fecond reafon why two are better than one, is becaufc

they can impart heat to each other.

It is an obfervation no lefs true than common, that kindled

coals, if placed afunder, foon go out, but if heaped together,

quicken and enliven each other, and afibrd a lafting hear*

The fame will hold good in the cafe now before us. ifchri-

flians kindled by the grace of Goo, unite, they will quicken

and enliven each other; but if they feparate and keep afun-

der, no marvel if they foon grow cool or tepid. If two or

three meet together in Christ's name, they will have heat

:

but how can one be warm alone ?

Obferve, *' How can one be warm alone?" The wife

man*s exprefling himfelf by w^ay of quellion, implies an im-

poflibility, at leaft a very great difficulty, to be warm in reli-

gion without company, where it may be had. Behold here,

then, another excellent benefit flowing from religious fociety

;

il
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it will keep us zealous, as well as fleady, in the ways of

godliners.

But to illuftrate this a little farther by acomparifon or two.

Let us look upon ourfclvcs (as was above hinted) as foldiers

lifted under Christ's banner ; as going out with '^ ten

thoufand, to meet one that cometh agalnft us with twenty thou-

fand ;" as perfons that are to " wreftle not only with flcQi

and blood, but againft principalities, againft powers, and fpi-

titual wickednefFes in high places." And then tell me, all

ye that fear God, if it be not an invaluable privilege to have

a company of fellow foldiers continually about us, animat-

ing and exhorting each other to ll:and our ground, to keepi

our ranks, and manfully to follow the captain of our falva-

tion, though it be through a fea of blocd ?

Let us confider ourfclves in another view before mentioned^

as perfons travelling to a long eternity j as refcued by the

free grace of God, in fome meafure, from our natural Egyp-

iian bondage, and marching under the condu6l of our fpiri-

tual JoJJma^ through the wildernefs of this world, to the land

of our heavenly C<7;7<^<7W. Let us farther refie6l how apt we
are to ftartle at every difficulty ; to cry, *' There are lions !

There are lions in the way I There are the fons o^ Jnak**

to be grappled with, ere we can poflefs the promifed land 1,

How prone we are, with Lois wife, to look wifhfully back

on our fpiritual Sodom^ or, with the foolifh Ifraelites, to long

again for the fie{h-pots of Egjpt ; and to return to our former

natural ftate of bondage and flavery. Confider this^ my bre-

thren, and fee what a blefled privilege it will be to have a fet

of 7/r^£'/;V^j indeed about us, always reminding us of the folly of

any fuch cowardly defign, and of the intolerable mifery we fhall

run into, if we fall in the leaft ihort of the promifed land.

More might be faid on this particular, did not the limits

of a difcourfe of this nature oblige me to haften,

3. To give a third reafon, mentioned by the wife man in

the texti why two are better than one j becaufe they can fe-

cure each other from enemies without. *' And if one prevail

againft him, yet two fliall withftand him: and a threefold

cord is not quickly broken."

Hitherto we have confidered the advantages of religious

focieties, as a great prefervative againft falling (at leaft dan-

VoL. V. H geroufly

44
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gcroufly falling) Into fin and lukewarmnefs, and that too frorrt

our own corruptions. But what fays the wife Ton oi Slrach ^

" My Ton, when thou gocll to ferve the Lord, prepare thy

foul for temptation :" and that not only from inward, but

outward foes ;
particularly from thofe two grand adverfaries,

the world and the devil : for no fooner will thine eye be beut

heavenward, but the former will be immediately diverting it

another way, telling thee thou needed not be Angular in order

to be religious ; that you may be a chriftian without going fo

much out of the common road.

Nor will the devil be wanting in his artful infmuations,

or impious fuggcdions, to divert or terrify thee from preffing

forwards, " that thou mayft lay hold on the crown of life."

And if he cannot prevail this way, he will try another; and,

in order to make his temptation the more undifcerned, but

withal more fuccefsful, he will employ, perhaps, fome of thy

nearcft relatives, or mofl powerful friends, (as he fet Peter

on our bleffed Mafler) who will always be bidding thee to

fpare thyfelf 3 telling thee thou needell not take fo much pains

;

that it is not fo difficult a matter to get to heaven as fome

people would make of it, nor the way fo narrow as others

imagine it to be.

But fee here the advantage of religious company ; for fup-

pofing thou findeft thyfelf thus furrounded on every fide, and

unable to withftand fuch horrid (though feemingly friendly)

counfels, haile away to thy companions, and they will teacli

thee a truer and better leflbn ; they will tell thee, that thou

muft be fmgular if thou wilt be religious: and that it is as

impoffible for a chriftian, as for a city fet upon a hill, to be

hidden : that if thou wilt be an almoil chriftian (and as good

be none at all) thou mayeft live in the fame idle, indifferent

manner as thou feeft moft other people do : but if thou wilt

be not only almoft, but altogether a chriftian, they will infornn

thee thou muft go a great deal farther : that thou muft not only

faintly feek, but " earneftly ftrive to enter in at the ftrait

gate :*'^hat there is but one way now to heaven as formerly,

even through the narrov/ paftage of a found converfion : and

that in order to bring about this mighty work, thou muft un-

dergo a conftant, but neceflary difcipline of fafting, watch-

ing, and prayer. And therefore, the only reafon why thofe

friends



[ '«5 ]

friends give thee fuch aJvlce, is, becaufc they are not willing

to tiike To much pains themfclvcs ; or, as our Saviour told

Peter on a like occafion, becaufc they " favour not the things

that be of God, but the things that be of men."

This th'-H, is another excellent blcfling arifing from reli-

gious fociety, that friends can hereby fecure each other from

thofe who oppofe them. The devil iii fully fenfibls of this,

and therefore he has always done his utmoft to fupprefs, and

put a ftop to the communion of faints. This was his grand

artifice at the firft planting of the gofpel j to perfecute tl-e

profeflbrs of it, in order to fcparate them. Which, though

Cod, as he always will, over-ruled for the better; yet, it

fhews, what an enmity he has againfl chriftians ailembling

themfelves together. Nor has he yet left off his old flrata-

gem ; it being his ufual way to entice us by ourfelves, \\

order to tempt us j where, by being deftitute of one another's

help, he hopes to lead us captive at his will.

But, on the contrary, knowing his own intereft is ftrength-

ened by fociety, he would firfl perfuade us to negle6l the

communion of faints, and then bid us " ftand in the way
*' of Tinners,'* hoping thereby to put us into the feat of the

fcornful. Judas and Peisr are melancholy inftances of thi$.

The former had no fooner left his company at fupper, but he

went out and betrayed his mafter : and the difmal downfal

of the latter, when he would venture himfclf amongfl a com-

pany of enemies, plainly (liews us what the devil will endea*

vour to do, when he gets us by ourfelves. Had Peter kepf:

his own company, he might have kept his integrity ; but a

fingle cord, alas ! how quickly was it broken ? Our bleffed

Saviour knew this full well, and therefore it is very obfervable,

that he always fent out his difciplcs " two by two.'*

And now, after fo many advantages to be reaped from re-

ligious fociety, may we not very juflly cry out with ths

wife man in my text, " Woe be to him that is alone; for

when he fallethj he hath not another to lift him up ?" When
he is cold, he hath not a friend to warm him ; when he ig

affaultedj he hath not a fecund to help him to withftand hi$

enemy.

III. I now come to nfiy third general head, under which

was to be (hewn the feveral duties incumbent on every

. H 2 member
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member of a religious fociety, as fuch, which arc three.

1. Mutual reproof J
2. Mutual exhortation; 3. Mutual

aflifting and defending each other.

1. Mutual reproof. '* Two are better than one j for when

they fall, the one will lift up his fellow."

Now, reproof may be taken either in a more extenfive

fenfe, and then it fignifies our raifing a brother by the gentled

means, when he falls into fin and error ; or in a more

• reftrained fignification, as reaching no farther than thofe

mifcarriages, which unavoidably happen in the moii holy

men living.

T\-\Q v/iie man, in the text, fuppofes all of us fubjedl to

both :
" For when they fall (thereby implying that each of

us may fall) the one will lift up his fellow." From whence

we may infer, that " when any brother is overtaken with a

fault, he that is fpiritual (that is, regenerate, and knows the

corruption and weaknefs of human nature) ought to reflore

fuch a one in the fpirit of meeknefs." And why he fliould

do fo, the apoftle fubjoins a reafon " confidering thyfelf, left

thou alfo be tempted ;" i. e. confidering thy own frailty,

left thou alfo fail by the like temptation.

We are all frail unliable creatures ; and it is merely owing

to the free grace and good providence of God that we run

not into the fame excefs of riot with other men. Every ofn

fending brother, therefor^, claims our pity rather than our

refentment; and each member fliould drive to be the moft

forward, as well as moft gentle, in reftoring him to his for-

mer ftate.

But fuppofing a perfon not to be overtaken, but to fall

wilfully into a crime ;
yet who art thou that denieft forgive-

nefs to thy offending brother ? " Let him that ftandeth take

heed left he fall." Take ye, brethren, the holy apoftles as

eminent examples for you to learn by, how you ought to

behave in this matter. Confjder how quickly they joined the

right hand of fellowfliip with Peter, v/ho had fo wilfully de-

nied his maftcr : for v/e find John and him together but two

d;»ys after, John xx. 2. And vcr. J 9, we fii^d him affcm-

blcd with the reft. So foon did they forgive, fo foon aOb-

ciatc
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cl?.te with their finfu], yet relenting brother. « Let us <ro

and do likewife."

But there is another kind of reproof incumbent on every

member of a religious fociety ; namely, a gn7t/e rebuke for

fome mifcarriage or other, which though not actually finful,

yet may become the occafion of fin. This indeed feems a

more eafy, but perhaps will be found a more difficult point

than the former: for when a perfon has re^illy finned, he can-
not but own his brethrens reproof to be juftj whereas, when
it was only for fome little mifconduiSi:, the pride thiu is in

our natures will fcaice fuffer us to brook it. But however
ungrateful this pill may be to our brother, yet If we have
any concern for his welfare, it muft be adminiitcred by fome
friendly hand or other. By all means then let it be applied;

only, like a fkilful phyfician, gild over the ungrateful pill,

and endeavour, if poffible, to deceive thy brother into

health and foundnefs. «* Let all birternefs, and wrath, and
malice, and evil- fpeaking, be put away" from it. Let the

patient know, his recovery is the only thing aimed at, and
that thou delighteft not caufelefly to grieve thy brother ; then

thou canft not want fuccefs.

2. Mutual exhortation is the fecond duty refulting from the

words of the text. " Again, if two lye together, then they

have heat."

Obferve, the wife man fuppofes it as impoffible for reli-

gious perfons to meet together, and not to be the warmer for

each other's company, as for two perfons to lye in the fiime

bed, and yet freeze with cold. But now, hovv' is it po/Tible

to communicate heat to each other, without mutually flirring

up the gift of God which is in us, by brotherly exhortation ?

Let every member then of a religious fociety write that zea-

lous apoftle's advice on the tables of his he irt ; " See that

ye exhort, and p'-ovoke one another to love, and to good

works ; and fo much the more, as you fee the day of the

Lord approaching." Believe me, brethren, we have need

of exhortation to roufe up our fleepy fouls, to fet us upon

our watch agaihft the temptations of the world, the flefli, and

the devil ; to excite us to renounce ourfclvcs, to take up our

erodes, and follov/ our blcfied maOcr, and the glorious com-

pany of faints and martyrs.. " who through faith have fought

H -i the
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the good Sght, and are gone before us to inherit the promifes,"

A third part, therefore, of the time wherein a religious fo-

cicty meets, feems nccelTary to be fpent in this important

duty : for what avails it to have our underftandings enlight-

ened by pious reading, unlcfs our wills are at the fame time

inclined, and inSamcd by mutual exhortation, to put it in

pra£l:'cc ? Add alfo, that this js the belt way both to receive

and impart light, ar\d the only means to preferve and increafe

that warmth and heat which each perfon firft brought witli

him
J
God fo ordering this, as all other fpiritual gifts, that

'' to him that hath, i. c. improves and communicates what

he hath, fhall be given ; but from him that hath not, or does

not improve the heat he hath, fnall be taken away even that

which he feemed to have." So needful, fo efientially necef-

fary, is exhortation to the good of fociety.

3. Thirdly, I'he text points out another duty incumbent

on every member of a religious fociety, to defend each other

from thpf:f that do oppofe them. " rvnd if one prevail againfl:

him, yet two fliall Vv'ithfland him ; and a threefold cord is

|iot quickly broken."

Here the wife man takes it for granted, that offences will

come, nay, and that they rnay prevail too. Arid this is no

more than our blcflcd mailer has long fince told us. Not, in-

deed, that there is any thing in chriftianity itfelf that has the

Kaft tendency to give rife to, or promote fuch offences : No,

on the contrary, it breathes nothing but unity and love.

But fo it is, that ever fmce the fatal fentence pronounced

by God, after our firft parents fall, " I v;ill put enmity be-

tween thy feed and her kcd j" he that is born after the flefh,

the unregerieiate unconverted fmner, has in all ages " per-

fccuted him that is born after the fpirit:" an-d fo it always

will be. Accordingly we find an early proof given of this in

the \i\i\c\ncQ Oi Caiu and JI?eI -, oi Ijhmael and Ifaac \ and of

^acob and Efau. And, indeed, the whole Bible contains little

elfe but an hiftory of the great and continued oppofition be-

tween the children of this world, and the children of God.

The nrft chriftians were remarkable examples of this ; and

^hough thofe troublefome times, bleffe<l be God, are now
pver, yet the apoftle has laid it down as a general rule, and

all who are fincerc experimentally prove the truth of it ; that

I
" they
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^ they that will live godly in Christ ]ES\jSy mu{l (to the:

end of the world, in Come degree or other) fufFer pcr{ecution.**

That therefore this \:\:.y not make us dtfert our blefied ma*
fler's cauTe, every nicmbcr fhould unite their forces, in order

to fland againft it. And for the b -tter cflcdiing this, each

would do well, from time to time, to communicate his expe-

riences, grievances, and temptations, and beg his companions
(firft alking God's airiftaiice, without which all is. nothing)

to adminifter reproof, exhortation, or comfort, as his cafe

requires : fo that '< if one cannot prevail againft it, yet two
fhall withftand it; and a threefold (much lefs a many-fold)

cord will not be quickly broken."

IV. But it is time for me to proceed to the fourth general

thing propofed, to draw an inference or two from wh4C
has been faid.

I. And firft, if " two are better than one," and the ad-

vantages of religious fociety are fo many and fo great; then

it is the duty of every true chriftian to fet on foot, eftablifh

and promote, as much as in him lyes, focieties of this na-

ture. And I believe we may venture to affirm, that if ever

a fpirit of true chriftianity is revived in the world, it muft be

brought about by fome fuch means as this. Motives, furcly,

cannot be wanting, to ftir us up to this commendable and

iieceflary undertaking : for, granting all hitherto advanced to

be of no force, yet methinks the fmgle confideration, that

great part of our happinefs in heaven will confift in the Com^

munion of Saints ; or that the intereft as well as piety of thofe

who diff'er from us, is ftrengthened and fupported by nothing

more than their frequent meetings ; either of thefe confider-

ations, I fay, one v/ould think, fhould induce us to do our

utmoft to copy after their good example, and fettle a lafting

and pious communion of the faints on earth. Add to this,

that we find the kingdom of darknefs eftabliftied daily by fuch

like means ; and fliall not the kingdom of Christ be fet in

oppofition againft it ? Shall the children of Belial aflemble

and ftrengthen each other in wickednefs ; and {hall not the

children of God unite, and ftrengthen themfelvcs in piety?

Shall focieties on focieties be countenanced for midnight re-

H 4 veiliiigs,
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veiling?, and the promoting of vice, and fcarcely one be

found intended for the propagation of virtue? Be aftonilhed,

O heavens at this !

2. But this leads me to a fecond inference ; namely, to

warn perfons of the great danger thofe are in, who cither by

their lubfcriptions, prefence, or approb-ation, promote fo-

cieties of a quite oppofite nature to religion.

And here I would not be underftood, to mean only thofe

public meetings which are defigned manifeftly for nothing

elfe but revellings and banquctings, for chambering and wan-

tonnefs, and at which a modeft heathen would bluih to be

prefent ; but alfo thofe fecmingly innocent entertainments

and meetings, which the politer part of the world are fo very

fond of, and fpend fo much time in : but which, notwith-

ftanding, keep as many perfons from a fenfe of true religion,

as doth intemperance, debauchery, or any other crime what-

ever. Indeed, whilfl; we are in this w-orld, we muft have

proper relaxations, to fit us both for the bufinefs of our pro-

fefTion, and religion. But then, for 'perfons who call them-

felves chriftians, that have folem.nly vowed at their baptifm,

to renounce the vanities of this iuirul world j that are com-

rnanded in fcripture '' to abfrain from all appearance of evil,

and to have their converfation in heaven :'* for fuch perfons

as thefe to fupport meetings, which (to fay no worfe of them)

^re vain and trifling, and have a natural tendency to draw

off our minds from God, is abfurd, ridiculous, and fu-]ful.

Surely tv/o are not belter than one in this cafe : No; it is to

be wifbed there was not one to be found concerned in it. The

fooner we forfake the afiembling ourfelves together in fuch a

manner, the better; and no matter how quickly the cord

that holds fuch focieties (was it a thoufand-fold) is broken.

Bul you, brethren, have not fo learned Christ : but, on

the contrary, like true difciples of your Lord and Mafter,

hav'c by the blefTing of God (as this evening's folemnity

abundantly teftifies) happily formed yourfelves i.nto fuch fo-

cieties, vv'hich, if duly attended on, and improved, cannot

but ftrengthcn you in your chrilVian warfare, and " make

you fruitful in every good word and work."

What remains for me, but, as was propofcd, in the laft

in a word or two, by w^y
of
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of exhortation, and to befeech you, in the nameofour Lord
Jesus Christ, to go on in the way you have begun ; and

by a conftant confcicntious attendance on your rcfpediive fo-

ci^'ties, to difcountcnancc vice, encourage virtue, and build

each other up in the knowledge and fear of God.
Only permit me to " ftir up your pure minds, by wav of

remembrance," and to exhort you, " if there be any confo-

lation in Christ, any fellowfliip of the fpirit,'* again and

again to confider, that as all chriftians in general, (b all

members of religious focieties in particular, are in an efpecial

manner, as houfes built upon an hill ; and that therefore

it highly concerns you to walk circumfpcdtly towards thofe

that are without, and to take heed to yourfelves, that your

converfation, in common life, be as becometh fuch an operi

and peculiar profeflion of the gofpel of Christ : knowing

that the eyes of all men are upon you, narrowly to infpedl

every circumftance of your behaviour : and that every noto-

rious wilful mifcarriage of any fmgle member will, in fome

me:iiure, redound to the fcandal and difhonour of your whole

fraternity.

Labour, therefore, my beloved brethren, to let your prac-

tice correfpond to your profelTion : and think not that it will

be fufficient for you to plead at the lad day. Lord have we

not afFembled ourfelves together in thy name, and enlivened

each other, by Tinging pfalms, and hymns, and fpiritual

fongs ? For verily, I fay unto you, notwithftanding this,

our blefied Lord will bid you depart from him ; nay, you

{hall receive a greater damnation, if, in the midil of thefe

great pretenfions, you are found to be workers of iniquity.

But God forbid that •any fuch evil fhould befdl you ; that

there (hould be ever a Judas^ a traitor, amongft fuch diftin-

guifhed followers of our common mafter. No, on the con-

trary, the excellency of your rules, the regularity of your

meetings, and more efpecially your pious zeal in aflembiing

in fuch a public and folemn manner fo frequently in the

year, pcrfuade me to think, that you are willing, not bnrely

to feem, but to be in reality, chrittians ; and h(>[.e to be

found at the laft day, what you would be ef^cemed now,

holv, fmccre difciplcs of a crucified Redeemer.

Oh,
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Oh, may you always continue thus minded ! and make it

your daily, conflant endeavour, both by precept and exam-

ple, to turn all your converfe with, more efpecially thofe of

your own focieties, into the fame moft blefl'ed fpirit and

temper. Thus will you adorn the gofpel of our Lord
Jesus Christ in all things : Thus will you anticipate the

happinefs of a future ftate ; and by attending on, and im-

proving the communion of faints on earth, be made mett

to join the communi©n and fcllowfliip of the fpirits of juft

men m.ade perfe£l, of the holy angels, nay, of the ever-bleliccj

and eternal God in heaven.

Which God of his infinite mercy grant through Jesus

Christ our Lord ; to whom with the Father and the

Holy Ghofl-, three perfons and one God, be afcribed,

as is moft due, all honour and praife, might, majefty

sind dominion, now and for ever. Amen.

S E R.


